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The Seto Inland Sea
Charter on Environmental Protections
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Issued on July 14,1971

by the Governors and Mayors’ Conference
on the Environmental Protection

of the Seto Inland Sea

The Seto Inland Sea is a precious region we inherited from our ancestors. At one time this
sea was perfectly clear and islands projected grand shadows on its surface.lts beautiful and
colorful scenery were well-known throughout the world.

Moreover , the sea used to be filled with an abundance of marine resources, white beaches
and aflluent human life in villages covered with rich greenery.

However, times have changed,and while the Seto has become an important region of industrial
development, it has lost its beauty.Our living environment has been deteriorating considerably.
Aiming at the creation of a brilliant 21 st century and eagerly hoping to realize a society of
revived humanity,we are conscious of our common duty to face the present condition of the
Seto region,and recognize that we must work to preserve and restore the natural environment.
Therefore, we intend to warn against environmenta! disruption in developments, and other
utilization of the Inland Sea,and fully realize the necessity to rejuvenate the ecosystem of its
biological society.

Aiming at the improvement of the Seto region as a home of our new creative life, with humble
reconsideration, firm resolution and cofirmation of positive co-operation,we pledge to act on
our resolution with all resources available to us.
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